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All 3aints Day, 1987

The Saint Raphael Pariah Family

My dear friemis:

We have come a long way together - it has been a difficult
and, &t times, even a bedious task - but tonight, with the Grace
of God, we have arrived.

I congratulate you and thank you, for you have been
challenged and found workthy. October of 1983 seema so long ago,
or was it juat yesterdayll!l Ddd any of us truly know what we
were undertaking when we were called and said "yea' to lorming a
building ecommittee? Buk, say ‘'yea' we did, and we mek at
Christmas time and in the summer, in the anow and in the Freezing
rain, we met when we would have rather been playing, or even
praying and scon we had a plen and now we have a bullding, which
we call Sanctuary, for truly it is--God's home for this parish
family. The Building end Flanning Committee has been a constant
agurce of aupport and encouwragesent during all thess months.

When called wpon to support this Adventure we responded and
this parish family can be proud of its reaponse. Under the
leadership of our capable Development Committee, leaders and
capteins and workers, alike, we provided the funda to begin thias
project. Over a thousand families responded to ouwr appeal, and
you reaponded moab generously.

Much ia left to be done - we know that - but tonight,
we rejoiee in each other and what we have scoomplished in the
Lord. Let us be thankfullll

We are grateful to Bishop Gossmen feor dedicating Lhis
Sanctuary tonight, for the trust that he extended as we embarked
on this Adventurs in Building Church. We thank him For the
guidance and support he geve, eapecially through bis Finance
Council and Bullding and Real Estate Commisaion.

To all of you, I say thanks; your numbers are too many to be
named at thia moment, but you are naped in my heart and in oy
prayera. Father Tully and the entire Ministry Team jein with me
in these sentiments. Please accept our love and prayers, our
thanka and congratulations.

Sineerely yours in the Lord,

Father Gerald L. Lewia
Faator




